Sent: Sat, 08 May 2010 15:52:44 -0400

From: "Brennan, John O." <john o. brennan@who.eop.gov>

To: — - — | Recos <recos@who.eop.gov>
P6/b(6) | Bee: - — - Recos <recos>] |

Subject: Cofferdam Update

From an AP report just out, which is consistent with what we have heard from our team in the Gulf.
Fuller update later in the day.

Icelike crystals encrusting a 100-ton steel-and-concrete box meant to contain oil gushing from a
broken well deep in the Gulf of Mexico forced crews Saturday to back off a long-shot plan to
contain the leak.

The buildup on the specially constructed containment box made it too buoyant and clogged it up,
BP chief operating officer Doug Suttles said. Workers who had carefully lowered the massive box
over the leak nearly a mile below the surface had to lift it and move it to the side. Now they're
trying to unplug it while they look at other solutions



